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Bird -View of Okkuta

A slew of specific incidents in 2012- the Delhi Nirbha-
ya Case, pub and home stay attacks on women in Mangalore
and overall increasing violence against women made a group
of women both concerned and uncomfortable. Incidents like
these constitute a threat to democracy. The core value of de-
mocracy is equality, which is in question. This sense of dis-
comfort escalated, leading on to the formation of Karnataka
Rajya Mabhila Dourjanya Virodhi Okkuta, which subscribes
to principles of non-violence and democracy.

Support for this venture came from likeminded people
from all over Karnataka. From its inception till date around
160 organisations have gathered under this umbrella. These
organisations represent Dalit and Women’s groups, Unions of
Anganwadi Workers, Mid day Meals Workers, ASHA Work-
ers, Pourkarmika Workers, Garment Workers, Sex Workers,
Transgenders, Writers and Pro-People’s Movements and in-
dividuals from literature, academic, professionals, theatre.
People who subscribe to democratic social values like equal-
ity, social justice and those who are pro life can be part of
this Okkuta. This network has been organising International
Women’s Day events since 2013.
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WOMEN’S DAY EVENTS TILL DATE

International Women’s Day (March 8th) is celebrated
as a two day event in different districts across the state. A
common format has been adopted for these events. Day 1
is usually a seminar on women’s broader and locally rele-
vant issues. The evening of Day 1 is dedicated to Women in
Black, which is an hour of a silent protest at a public venue.
Day 2 is a big rally with thousands of women and a conven-
tion in a public place. The events were well attended. Around
1000 people attended the seminars and 4000-5000 people at-
tended the rallies and public events. The guests from outside
the state we have invited so far are:

* 2013- Mangalore- Urmila Pawar from Maharashtra,
Bhanwari Devi from Rajasthan.

* 2014- Mysore - Corinne Kumar from Mysore, Group
of women of Meira Paibi from Manipur - Ima Nanbi,
Chitra Ahintam and Renu Takalembam.

* 2015- Bangalore - V Geetha from Chennai, Rashida Bi
and Champa Devi Shukla from Bhopal (working for
the gas affected victims).

* 2016~ Vijayapura - Uma Chakravarti, JNU, New Delhi
and Medha Patkar from Narmada Bachao Andolan.

* 2017- Koppal Ranjana Padi from Orissa, Gogu Shya-
mala from Andhra, Kavita Krishnan IPWA.

* 2018- Shimoga Manisha Gupte, PuNe, Flavia Agnes,
Majlis, Mumbai.

* 2019- Dharwad. Amarjith Kaur, General secretary Al-
TUC, Manimala, New Delhi, Latha PM, Mumbai.
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e 2020- Mandya - Volga from Hyderabad, Shabnam
Hashmi.

e 2021- Kolar. Due to covid threat, one day event held.
Joopaka Subhadra from Telangana was our chief guest.

* 2022- Kalaburagi - Mariyam Dhavale, Janavadi Mahi-
la Sanghatan’s all India Gen secretary,

* 2023- Jan Okkuta-10- celebrating and reviewing 10
years of Federation’s activities. Prof Janaki Nair and
Ruth Manorama were with us for the day long seminar.

¢ 2023- Tumaku- Com K K Shyalaja, Former Health
Minister of Kerala addressed the Jatha and Transman
Vihaan from Mumbai was our chief Guest at Seminar.

This year we are planning to organise IWD-2024 on
March 8th and 9th at Udupi which is 75 kms away from Man-
galore. Our flagship gender sensitivity programme Arivina
PayaNa has already been started in Nov 2023, and teams are
visiting schools, colleges and hostels across Udupi district.
All activities culminate and strengthen our IWD Jatha which
will take place on March 8th and Seminar on March 9th.

To meet the expenditure of these conventions, the fed-
eration, as a part of its political course, has decided not to
collect any institutionalized funding. So the collections are
made from the public and likeminded individuals and or-
ganizations. And money is also collected by selling small
booklets and handkerchiefs. The federation maintains trans-
parency in its accounts. Our effort has been wholeheartedly
supported by the public at large.
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